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Authorities Admit Help

Traffic Breaking All
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IN analyzing the difficulty American
League baseball sluggers experienced
with the pitching of Walter Johnson,

Ty Cobb said that it was most difficult to
hit what you couldn't see. And while it is
somewhat less difficult to trap a Governmentor municipal health or police authorityinto admitting that he is less than adequateto the maximum discharge of the
requirements of his Job, the same philosophy,or "alibi," if you choose, applies to
them in their battle with tho traffic in habit
forming drugs.
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston

and San Francisco admit that more morphine,heroin, cocaine and straight opium
is used illegitimately by persons transiently
or permanently living in those cities than
ever before. In fact, the police and health
authorities of these municipalities admit
that it is so much more that they're scared.
They have the laws necessary to deal with
the situation. There is no proof that they
are men incapable of enforcing those laws.
But they complain that they cannot stop
something that they can't see. To raid one

dope agent and confiscate his merchandise
requires much time, many men, considera-
ble 810111111118: and lots of courage. The abilityto convict him depends upon many
things.

Showing How Easy It Is
To Smuggle Drugs Into Country

When you consider that one man can

sneak across the Canadian border or across

the nib Grande and. without altering his
appearance in any manner, return with severalthousand dollars' worth of cocaine, morphineor heroin, or even straight opium, concealedabout him you begin to realize the
magnitude of the thing the national and
municipal authorities are lighting. Furthermore,when you know hpw ludicrously easy
it is for a sailor to fetch the stuff in
through any port you must be impressed
all the more.
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Add to this background of the general
situation, the fact that the illegitimate use

or naoit iornnng mugs nas increased in the

large American cities anywhere from twen-
ty-ftve to fifty per cent, since the Eighteenth
Amendment became an appendix to the
Federal Constitution. Then take it for the
fact that it is. that despite the effort made
at the latest meeting of The Hague Tribunal,
there is no international agreement between
America, Europe. Asia, South America and
Africa iirqitlng or even supervising the traf-
tic. Even if there were such agreements
the dope trade would go merrily on and in
< nly a somewhat smaller volume. ltofore
citing statistics, quoting authorities and set-

ting forth what is being done to tight back
the rising tide, the following instances of
morphine smuggling are offered for the
most obvious of reasons. They sound absurd.However, they are taken from Gov(raimentrecords and have been corrobrated.
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Thriving Traffic in Dope
In the Mexican Border Towns

Tnere was a thriving traffic in dope being
plied in San Antonio, El Paso. Nogales and

. between. The Government threw extra men
along, the Kio Grande, with instructions to
do nothing else but catch the smugglers. It
was taken for granted that the stuff was
"intmk m ironi Mexico. i-"or .a montn in<Government'smen watched and waited.
They resorted to all the accepted tactics of
catching the dope pcdler. They arrested
and thoroughly questioned suspicious per.
sons. Under their dazed eyes the trnftlc increasedand scandal was hinted at. Th<
detectives became panic stricken. An investigationwas under way, for there were
those who Insisted that some of the watchers
were permitting the stuff to pass, for a
Mnnnelal consideration, of course.
My the merest chance one of the Secret

Service men followed an American across
ihe border one morning. He supposedly wa«
a thoroughly reputable citizen, living in El
1'aso, though employed on some engineering
Job Just south of the border.a mining constructionJob on which he held a responsible
technical position. In the shack where this
man and his associates changed their clothingevery morning and night the young
engineer removed a couple of line woollen
undershirts. These he plunged into containersof water. They quickly absorbed the
water, and were left where they lay to
dry.

r oriy-eigni nourv iauT hum young man

carefully buttoned the shirts around his
Imdy and returned to the Vnlted States. The
shirts were Immersed In distilled water, and
from that water alx ounces of morphine was
precipitated.
Secrets of Montreal Letters

Revealed by Chemical Tests
Right here In New York the Secret Service

operatives began Investigating the huge
amount of correspondence that a Montreal
concern was carrying on with individuals
whose places of business, if they could he
thus designated, ami whose homes were not
of a character warranted to attract extensivebusiness correspondence from a rich
Canadian importer. Many of the letters
were received by proprietors of small cafes,
restaurants and billiard parlors on the lower
Kast Side, In Harlem and Williamsburg.

Investigation revealed that the letters
tame from a place 1ft Montreal not much
more impressive than a Williamsburg bill-
lard room where pool may be played for
two and a half cents a cue on the only table
In the place, 8ome of the letters were
Intercepted. They were most inoffensive.
sometimes offering hooks for sale on the
instalment plan and sometimes offering the
reelp'ent great bargains in snappy art photo
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graphs recently imported from Vienna. Paris,
Berlin and Genoa.
rinaiiy one 01 me uovernment men suggestedchemical analysis of the letters.
One letter produced twelve grains of morphine,another eight grains of heroin!

Carrying Heroin in Crucifix
Is One of the Latest Dodges

These typify only the more extraordinary
measures the smugglers and dispensers resortto. A dozen more might be fold about
the use of motor car tires, water soaked
logs set adrift in the harbor and so on.
Only four or five days ago three presumable
Sisters of Charity were arrested In Chicago.
Each wore, suspended upon a gold chain, an
unusually large crucifix. Each crucifix was
found to contain its capacity of heroin.
Therefore, the figures obtainable from the

Public Health Service in Washington are
of little value to a general treatment of the
habit forming drug traffic, for the simple
reason that they represent only the legitimatetraffic. It is estimated that for every
ounce of cocaine and opium and the latter's
derivatives, morphine tend heroin, legitimate-'
!/ trafficked in the United States last year
four ounces were illegitimately traded in.
Practically all the opium lawfully fetched

into this country comes from London and
Edinburgh. In these cities three manufacturerssend out more opium than all the rest
of the manufacturers in the United Kingdom.The Public Health Service issues
figures showing that in 191U the United
States received 449,239 pounds of opium
from England; in 1911. 629,842 pounds; 1912.
399,837 pounds; > 1913, 508,423 pounds; 1914,
455,200 pounds; 1919, 730.727 pounds, and
last year we received about 1,000,000 pounds
from England. Moreover, we received 94.409
pounds from Japan last year, while Japan
was receiving 127,048 pounds from England.
Where all opium product goes to is not

listed on the Government's hooks. Much
is exported, only to be smuggled back again.
What portion of it arrives at length Into '.he
possession of the street pedler and the addictis not <|fficlally known.
thus lar the inited States has no intercitycooperation In the fight against the

illegal traffic. The first steps toward such
a positive drive against the smuggler and
trafficker were taken on February 9. when
Dr Pnrlton Simon, Special Deputy Police
C' nr doner in New York, und Superlnteiidentof Police Mills of Philadelphia conferredin the latter's office. There the advisabilityand efficacy o^n national picture
and liertillon index of all known addicts and
pedlers were considered. They discussed the
value of cataloguing and keeping track of
drug pedlers and users Just as the police do
pickpockets and burglars. When one of
the dope handles* left his home town the
police of all (he country would be apprized
of the fact. He'd he under constant survellInnoc.
Planning New System to Keep

Better Tab on Drugs and Pedlers
Moreover, they discussed the Idea of limitingthe legal dispensing of habit forming

drugs to a few large firms so that every sale
of'the stuff might he officially recorded and
nil parties thereto .made Immediately available.Under the plan New York would lie the
centre of news distribution regarding the
movements of known or suspected fraffiek-
crs. i in* inr mi' seneme is norning more
than nn exchange of Information between
Simon ami Mill*. Thry hope'to extend It.to
Ronton, Baltimore, Chicago, Detroit. St.
TjOuln. Denver, Sun Kfnriolnro, and thua
throughout the emmtry. And from thnt they
hope to see It become nn International ayateni.
The man who *n« Riven credit for dolnc

inont to rnune Confirm* to ndo|it the Harrlaonnntl-nnrcotlc law w-na the late Dr.
Hamilton Wright of Washington. And Dr.
Wright wna fond of ifiatntlng that he wan
spurred to greater effortn hy hla wife. Mm.
Wriaht, who la atill moat active In the genernlflaht ngnlnat the Illegitimate dritR traffle.anya thnt nothing short of nn Immc-
dlate acrooment between the I'nlted Htates,
Kncllinrl, Japan and f'hlna will Mop the
universal Increase In the ha hit of indnlfflnar
In narcotics.
"The Jones-Miller amendment, which Is

before Cimuri-s it Mils time." Mrs. Wrltrht
said, "and which I most strongly oppose,
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prohibits without any reservation the importationor the exportation of the drugs in
question, except importation by the United
States Public Health Service. This is not
wise, and it is not Just because there is a

legitimate need for these drugs. I believe
the gentlemen hi Congress who are hacking
this latest amendment t<> he sincere in their
opinions, hut it will not reach the desired
ends,

"The shocking conditions in the F&r Kaitt
which this amendment seeks to relieve real-
ly UI) t'xiHi. j weiu uui in v unlit iii>n>-u in

1918 to see how the laws proposed by my
husband were working and whether the
Hague Convention had put them into qffect.
I found China deluged with drugs of American,English and Japanese manufacture.
"At the last International opium conference,held at The Hague hi 1914, every nationhi the world save' two had Joined the

movement to protect ChinH and the rest of
the world from this great calamity of the
use of these debasing drugs, and had promisedto put the Hague Convention of 1912
Into effect. But the war broke out a few
weeks later, and the attention of the world
was attracted elsewhere. The Cnited States,
however, carried out Its obligations by passinga series of laws which were In conformitywith the Hague Convention.
"Great Britain is trying to meet the problemas well as ourselves, and by acting coJoir.tlywith her we are much more jikely

to 1>e successful. An arrangement has been
made by the English Government with the
United States, French and Japanese Governmentswhereby no consignment of morphine
or kindred drugs is allowed to be exported
from the United Kingdom to any of the
eotintries in question except on the presentationof a certificate from the Government
concerned, stating that It Is satisfied that
the consignment Is required exclusively for
legitimate medicine or scientific purposes
end will not be reexported ''

Condemns Loophole in Treaty
Permitting Reexporting of Drugs

Mrs. Wright condemned the loophole in
existing treaty arrangements whereby the
drugs can be reexported from a country
and the spirit of the treaty thereby evaded.
Site declared there lias been much criticism
in t'hina of the great quantity of opium
thut is allowed to come from Great Britain
and to bo shipped in bond across the United
States to Japan, where ft has at once been
reshlpped and smuggled Into China.
"Japan has not kept her word about puttingInto effect treaty obligations respecting

the reshlpment of the drug to China," she
continued. "It slrnply means that we must
have some way of enforcing these obligations.The United States took the Initiative
In the matter twelve years ago and It still
rests with tis, or the Netherlands Government,or the League of Nations, if that
proves an effective Instrument, to see that
the Hague Convention Is carried out."

Here In New York l>r Simon and flulpb

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20,

very Port
Smuggling Easy.Dope
:>ition Was Adopted
Mil lion ---Detected

ies Sought
lrpissioner, who is organizing a

:ed in one of his raids on illicit
roin, cocaine, etc.

3 .c.v. i4|C< ;Q?P | jt 1 '

11
'hp AMOUNT . !

,
i i

KL\y imported Jr''i \
ED STATES
-ID AS /, V.' «
DM PIGURES /'si
RVICE
Q POUNDS 7 ::

^ Japan is

.

_ y
»

Oyler, head of the narcotics squad of the
Internal Revenue Bureau, are cooperating in
raids and vigilance against the smuggler,
the* dispenser, the pedler and the addict
They discover that much cocaine and opium
is fetched in by sailors on passenger and
freight steamships.

Easy Matter for Boatmen
To Land Drugs m New York

It's a perfectly easy matter for a harborboatman to load his clothing with a

thousand dollars worth of dope during the
day and come ashore with It at night. He
is not subjected to daily search. Ho long
as In maintains reasonable care and observanceof common sense in his methods he
can continue indefinitely. The stuff is easily
carried and easily conocaled. They've found
it hidden in women's hair, sewed into men's
hat bands, contained in artificial limits, fillingthe inner tubes of automobile tires, in
< onsignments of lumlter and vegetables, and
even In the collars worn by dogs trained to
make dally trips across the Canadian border.
Relatively the situation in Chicago overshadowsthat in New York. For several

months Government investigators had been
making observations in Chicago. They completedtheir work two weeks ago. Since then
twenty well known druggists and physicians
have been arrested in the Illinois city. The
snmo sort of an investigation is going on

nere at present. Before prohibition became
n national law. the C'h'cago police say, the
traffic in habit forming drugs was looked
upon as a nuisance. To-day it is a serious
menace.

Cocaine Rapidly Taking Place
Of Booze, Authorities Say

Lieut. Hughes, head of the Chicago De-
u-ctlve Bureau. say* that the traffic ha*
increased fifty per cent, in the pa*t six
month* !n his city. Dr. Simon nays that It
'm* Increased hero quite as much. Hoth
Simon and Hughes aay that fully twentyfiveper cent, of men and women who used
to dcjiend upon booze for their thrill Imve
turned to cocaine. Thi* despite the fact
that the effect and the sensation obtained
are entirely different.

Col. VV. G. Heart), head of the Central
State* Narcotic Forces, characterises the
drug traffic as "the moat desperate criminalproblem the Government has to deal
with to-day."
The Government i* finding that dentists,

druggists, veterlharlans and even florist*
arc involved in the business of dispensing
dope. The profits are tremendous.. Sixteen
grains of morphine coating the dispenser
about fifty cents are retailed to addicts at
from $10 to $14, and the unfortunates are
clad to pay the price. They get the money
as best they can.
The dope bootlegger can demand and get

as much as $."R an ounce for heroin er

cocaine. The best grade of morphine retails
for n.« much us $100 an otinre. Thr pnrilei
v\\uTinners no trouble getting W« prv»».
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How an opium den is guarded: Note
the three doors, one of wire and the
last (No. 3) heavy oak reenforced with
iron.

The situation is most succinctly summed
up by Royal S. Copeland, Health I'ommlsslonerfor the city of New York, who says:
"There can he no doubt that the Illegitimateuse of habit forming drugs has in-

creased in New York since January ], l»ao.
While n jjrisat many of our citizens ere askingwhen prohibition I* going to ta^o effect,
nevertheless there has been such restriction
on the aale of alcohol as to make It difficult
for many to obtain tho atlmulantx they
formerly consumed In large quantities. A
good many such persons are resorting to
drugs, and as time goes on and it liecome*
impossible to procure liquor a larger number
of persons will employ these drugs if they
can be obtained.

Most Opium Reaching This Country
Comes from Turkey, Persia and Smyrna
"The popular idea Is that the opium we

use in this country comes from India. While
I was abroad last summer Lord Slqha. Secretaryof State for India, referred me to Mr.
Campbell, chief of the ftevenue Department
of the India Office. I spent several hours
with him discussing the opium question, and
what was learned at that time is most Interesting.
"Even though all the opium we consume

in America does not come from India, neverthelessall of it Is purchased through London
merchants. The majority of the opium
reaching this country comes from Turkey.
Persia and Smyrna. Much of the Indian
opium does not contain the to p< r cent, morphinecontent demanded by the United
States.
"A great deal of silly nonsense is talked

over here about the fear that England might
be offended If we prohibited the .mportatlon
of opium. 1 was assured that England would
be glad If she could wash her hands of the
American trade, and will be delighted If we

prohibit the importation of opium
"The three largest morphine manufacturersare jn England. A large part Of the

product of these establishments is sent to
Japan. The drug Is not permitted to be sold
in Japan, but is sent Immediately to China,
and the morale of the Chinese Fmplre Is
being broken by this evil.
"There was a great international opium

convention held at The Hague Jn 1912. By
the Treaty of Versailles Great Britain bound
herself to bring the convention Into force
and to enact the necessary legislation for
this purpose. To this end a bill has been
Introduced in Parliament to contrj) the dis-
trimmon or MJinporons tiroKs. nr purpwofth<* Hokuo oonvontlon ivnn primarily to

protoot Chlno n*nln«t thr optnm fnfTtr, nnil
IncMr-ntaHy to rntlon th«» imount of opium
to bo «ont to thr vnrloii" ronnttio* of tlie
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world. Measures were proposed to prevent
the exportation of raw opium to countries
.lesiging to prohibit its entry and to control
the exportation to countries desiring to limit
the importation of opium. Furthermore, it
was agreed that measures should be taken
for the gradual and efficacious suppression
of the manufacture and traffic In opium.

U. S. Lacks Plan to Determine
Legitimate Quantity Needed

"The difficulty in this country is that no

plan has been worked out to determine the
legitimate quantities of opium which should
be admitted. As I understand it, the Secre
tary of State certifies to the English Gov
ernment how much opium should be re
celved. In his turn the Secretary of State
is advised by the United States Public Health
officials. I have not the figures for last year
but during 1919 we received Into the United
States, more than 700,000 pounds of opium
This Is equal to about fifty grains for every
man, woman and child in the United States
The amount received by every other civilized
country did not exceed three grains per
capita.

"In other words, we are receiving in thb
country about fifteen times aa much opium
per capita as any other country receives
Certainly the physicians of the United State?,
are just as competent to treat disease a.

nre the physicians of any other country.
I do not believe that opium and lta derive
tives are used any more commonly by our

physicians than they are abroad. We an

forced to the conclusion, therefore, that a

tremendous majority of the Imported opium
is used for unlawful purposes.
"What 4s the source of the moyhino and

heroin unlawfully sold in the city of New
York? This seems to be the answer: Thcrudeopium brought Into the United State-,
is manufactured by our chemists into mor

phinc and heroin. It Is then shipped to
Canada or to Mexico. Upon leaving out

country we lose track of it. It is then
smuggled across our borders and peddled
on the streets of New York. I think it is
safe to say that the amount of morphit;*
and heroin of foreign manufacture sold on

the streets of New York is negligible. Prac
tically all of the drugs sold here are of
American manufacture, which have be«»>
shipped out of the country and then smuggledback.
"The solution of this problem lies In a

Federal act. prohibiting the importation,
manufacture and exportation of habit form.
Ing drugs except in such limited amounts
as are necessary for the legitimate uses of
the medical profession. -They should be dl*
pensed through licensed drug stores. Every
honest pharmacist should be made an agent
of the Government to handle opium .ind ItsderivativesThen need bo placed no restrie
Hon upon the honest pharmacist or th?
honest physician. There should b<> in ever>
community sufficient amount of the*.
druRM to allay suffering <>f the .sick."

Fighting for Legislation
To Curb Drug Traffic

Hepreaentative Henry T. Kainey of Illinois
is making a hard fight to have his amendment,House resolution No. 15511, adoptee
by ConRress before he leaves office on Man
4, to make an end of the illcRal traffic <

opium between the United States and th<
Kar Kast countries. The Illinois Itepresen
tatlve Rives some interestinR information r«

RardinR the wide spread of the drug addict*
and declares that the existence of the trafli
at this time is a positive menace to th«
nation.
Representative Halney's bill would amend

section 6 of the act of January 17. 1914. en

titled "An act to prohibit the importation
and use of opium for other than medicinal
purposes." The amendment which he pro
poses hits the trafficker In this country wh'
roahlps opium and other forbidden drugs P
the Far East aiter Its importation Into tin
United States.
Facta which Representative Ralney will

1,U enllaai »i »1 nftflft trf nl.
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tain an amendment ot the Harrison antinarrotlcact Include reports from the Health
Department ofllclals an I police Iv-ada in New
York. The Health 'direr of New York cltj
reported total numher of drtia addicts a

10.1.000. which Is equivalent to 1.8 j« r ij11*
of the population I'ppn this 'basis, Mi
Kiiiney pninte<| out there would he 1,1»IIVOOO
addi't- In tliu I'nltMl Stales.

*


